A   SECOND  SHOOTING-MATCH
*He sealed the agreements next morning and sent letters
to various people counselling them to fall in with my wishes.
He also sent me a presentation horse, a nice young colt which
the Burujird Agent later took as his perquisite. I sent him
a message saying that Capt. Lorimer in 1904 and I myself in
1911 had refused to accept anything from him, as our friend-
ship had not reached such a point as to make it suitable to do
so; having regard however to changed circumstances, I was
willing to accept it on this occasion.
'Before we had quite finished I saw the sons hanging about
outside the tent. Their father's back was toward them and
they beckoned to me to bring the talk to an end and to turn
to the serious business of the day. Before long the chance
came and the Sardar Akram walked with me to the range.
The fowls were poor specimens but good enough for our
purposes. On this occasion we were to be allowed six shots
each, and if possible to kill both our respective birds. Again
I was just defeated: again the fowls, sadly mauled by our
heavy bullets, were handed over to a favourite henchman.
Again the proud father beamed upon his son before a de-
lighted audience.'
Next day I left for Khurramabad, with a small sub-
stantial escort, in charge of my successful rival of yester-
day. After my mules had left, but before my departure,
I said farewell to the Sardar Akram and took the oppor-
tunity to recapitulate the main points of the agreement
he had sealed a few hours earlier- It was well I did so,
for he at once
'raised all sorts of difficulties regarding our projected journey
through the Kashgan gorge, alleging it to be impassable,
unsafe, desolate, &c,: finally, however, he assented and so
informed his son. My final argument, which appeared to
carry conviction, was that the Almighty had found a way
through the gorge for his waters, and we were convinced that
by trusting to God and following the same route we should
find a way for a railway, e.g. "railway alignments follow the
main lines of drainage**. We took our leave at about 10,30,
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